WHITE-BELLIED STORM-PETREL ON FRASER ISLAND

A SPECIMEN RECORD OF WHITE-BELLIED
STORM-PETREL FROM FRASER ISLAND,
SOUTHEAST QUEENSLAND, VYemairs of the
Queenslund Musvwm 48¢1p: 123-124. 2002~ The
White=hebhied Stormepetrel tFregetia wralloria Viellot,
I817) hves in Southern | lemisphere subantarctie, subtropicul
and tropical waters (Marchunmt & Higgins, 1990). Four
subspecies breed om isolated groups of islands and difTer
primarily in orphometretics tTable 11, The nominute
subspecies breeds on Admiralty Island (Roach), Lord Howe
15 and Kermadee Group (Macauley and Curtis §s.) and 15 the
closest known farm to 1 Ansieabia, £ v Jencogaster s ol
similarsize w P g grallaria and breeds on ‘Tristan da Cunbia
Group, U1 St Paut and Amsterdam fs (Elhot, 1937; Jouventin,
1994.). F 2. vewetli s smull and breeds on Juan Fernandes 1s
(Marchant & Higgins, 1990y, 7 g titan is the largest
subspecies, breeding on central Pacilic Rapa Is and the
Austral Gronp (Murphy. 1928),

Breeding biology is poorly known; at Lord Howe Is,
Epp-laying begins in late Janvary- February (Hindwood,
(9401 with ofspring Nedging in May (Mathews. 1928}, F g.

lencouganter (Marchant & Higgins, 1990) und 1 ¢. segethy
1Bent. 1922) are also summer o fale summer l’)lCBdEIH Afler
breeding they disperse and become Evgely pelagic in
subtropical and tropical waters feeding von eephulopods and
crustaccans (Marchant & Higgins, 1990,

Status of the White-bellied Storm-pefrel m Austrula is
poorly known; sight-records fram the Coral Seu (Stokes &
Corhen, 1983), Tasnun Sea (Nurris, 1967 ). oflshore S Qld
and N NSW (Marchant & Higgins, 1990) and inshore at Paint
Lookont, Narth Swuadbroke [s. (Palliser, 198S); und u
beach-wished specimen al Baglehawk Neck. Fasmania in
1928 (Fletcher, 1947).

We describe a bird from 2km S of Toyungin Rocks, Fruser
Island (2592578, 133°10°F) on 24 March 1999, The
mtermediaie morph in good condition, Queensland Museum
specimen 031230 has uniform sooty black npperparts, with

.

TG, 1. Dorsal view of OMO3 1230,

white uppertial coverts producing a sharply demarked whie
band above the base of the tail. Upperwings including
primaries uniform sooty black; secondartes durk sooty brown,
Mast feuthers on upperparts and wings. nctuding the main
Might feather wracts. inadvanced slage of weur; some feathers
o the niatfe black, with white upping {i.c. (reshly moulied)
indicating beginmnyg ol abody moult.

Heud, chin, throat and upps.r~bn."|stgrev brownshading o
awhite fower breast and abdomen (Figs 1, 2). Chin and throat
feathiers unilorm grey-brown 1o their bases. Flanks white with
short dark barring and motibimg: on the right hand side a durk
ntark from ihe fanks <x=|1.1mlmg white uppertail coverts lrom
the underbody Lateral undertail covents black with white
upping 1o the teathers, enclosing the white cential uader tul
covers having broad dark bars; ths dark barring and mottling
indweating an interediate phase bird, Undertail sooty durk
brown. Undersnrlace of the pramaries and secondaries sooly
dark brown, with the underwing lining white. Underwmg
with s hroad but pregular shaped blackish leading edge
cnclosing the white fining.

Bilt black. with a distinet downward curve towards the tip,
1 eus and feet bluck; oes notextending hey ond tip of the tail.

Discussion

The White-bellied Storm-petrel specimen fonnd vn Fraser
1stand is clearty a bird of the nonminute sub-specics, with all
except the il messprements afling within this subspecies
range (Table 1), This measuremem of the il wis (aken hy
Queenstand Museum staftand conld notbe remeasured due o
specimen preparion. [ accurale, however this tail
imeasurenient i< only just ont-side the range derived from the
data quoted lor the subspecies by Marchant & Higging 1090,
and shoald not c¢hange any conclusion of speeilic
identification ol the specimen, Intermedisfe morph
White-bellied Storm-Petrels are known only from the
nominate sybspecies, with the Lord Howe Iskand Group being
the only palymorphic popultion. On the Lord Howe Islnd
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FIG. 2. Ventral view of QMO31230.

Group, the intermediate morph is uncommon, with the
polymorphic ratio of light: intermediate: dark birds at 1:4:3
(van Tets & Fullagar, 1984).

Although occasionally recorded in pelagic waters on the
east coast of Australia (reviewed in Marchant & Higgins,
1990), the White-bellied Storm-petrel reported here is the first
substantiated specimen for mainland Australia.
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TABLE 1. Morphometrics of the four subspecies of White-tailed Storm-Petrels

and the specimen from Fraser Island.

grallariu lencogaster segethi titan OMO31230 '
| Culmen 13.0-15.0 142-17.0 | 12.6-14.0 15.0-163 13.5
Bill depth N 5.8
Bill width | | 57 (
Wing 159-176 | 158-182 146-163 177-188 175
Tail ]| 66-82 71-90 7t-77 78-89 &4 j
Tarsus | 35.1-39.6 |  37-43 3337 39-43 6|
Mid toe | 20.2-23 4 L 22-30 20-22.6 23.6-27.0 21 I




